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TITLE 

"Safety Loop Support Device" 

FIELD OF THE >NVENTION 

This invention relates to a device for supporting a loop formation in flexible 
5 tubing. 

The invention has been devised particularly, although not solely, as a device for 
supporting a safety loop in tubing connected to an infusion needle or a catheter 
for intravenous delivery of a fluid to a patient. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

10 With intravenous delivery of fluid to a patient using IV tubing to convey the fluid 
from a source to the delivery site in the patient, it is common to create a safety 
loop in the tubing and to attach the tubing in the vicinity of the safety loop to the 
patient. One way of creating the safety loop is to use a device known as a "J- 
loop". A J-loop is a fitting has the configuration of a safety loop and which is 

15 incorporated into the IV tubing. The fitting incorporates screw connectors for 
detachable connection to the tubing. While J-loops are satisfactory in operation, 
they do have several deficiencies. One deficiency is that it is necessary to install 
the IV tubing in position in two sections, with the two sections being connected 
together by the J-loop. The procedure for attaching the tubing to the J-loop using 

20 the screw connectors can also be cumbersome. A further deficiency relates to 
the need for the J-loop to be in a sterile condition at installation, and to remain in 
a sterile condition during use. The requirement for sterile conditions arises 
because fluid delivered by the IV tubing actually passes through the J-loop. 

It is against this background, and the deficiencies associated therewith, that the 
25 present invention has been developed. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a device for supporting a loop formation in flexible 
tubing, the device comprising a body defining a guide path which receives and 
supports a section of the tubing in a curved arrangement thereby to create the 
5 loop formation In the tubing. 

The guide path may present a surface against which said section of the tubing 
locates when received in the guide path. 

The surface presented by the guide path is preferably a continuous surface. 

The guide path may include a curved portion and a straight portion at one end of 
10 the curved portion. Preferably, however, the guide path includes two straight 
portions, one at each end of the curved portion. 

The guide path may comprise a channel which receives at said section of the 
tubing. 

A retaining means may be provided for releasably retaining said section of the 
1 5 tubing in the guide path. 

The retaining means may extend entirely along the guide path or may be located 
at spaced apart locations along the guide path. In one arrangement, the 
retaining means may be located only at the two straight portions of the guide path 
and not at the curved portion. 

20 Where the guide path comprises a channel, the retaining means may comprise 
the two longitudinal side walls of the channel between which the tubing is 
frictionally engaged. 

The present invention further provides a device for supporting a safety loop in 
tubing to be used for delivery of an intravenous fluid to a patient, the device 
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comprising a body defining a guide path which receives and supports a section of 
the tubing in a curved arrangement thereby to create the safety loop in the tubing, 
wherein the device is adapted to be releasably attached to the body of the 
patient. 

5 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention will be better understood by reference to the following description 
of several specific embodiments thereof as shown in the accompanying drawings 
in which: 

Figure 1 is a schematic view illustrating a device according to a first 
10 embodiment in use to form a safety loop if IV tubing used for delivery of an 

intravenous fluid to a patient. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the device according to the embodiment; 

Figure 3 is a view similar to figure 2 with the exception that the IV tubing is 
shown in position to form the safety loop; 

15 Figure 4 is a sectional view along the line 4-4 of figure 3; 

Figure 5 is an end view of the device shown in figure 2; 

Figure 6 is an end view of a device according to a second embodiment; 

Figure 7 is an end view of a device according to a third embodiment; 

Figure 8 is an end view of a device according to a fourth embodiment; 

20 Figure 9 is a perspective view of a device according to a fifth embodiment; 

Figure 10 is a perspective view of a device according to a sixth 
embodiment; 
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Figure 11 is a perspective view of a device according to a seventh 
embodiment: 



Figure 12 is a perspective view from the underside of the device shown in 
figure 1 1 ; 

5 Figure 13 is a perspective view of a device according to an eighth 

embodiment; 

Figure 14 is a side view of the device shown in figure 13; 

Figure 15 is a perspective view of a device according to a ninth 
embodiment; 

10 Figure 16 is a perspective view of a device according to a tenth 

embodiment shown in a condition in which it is partly fitted onto IV tubing 
to form a safety loop therein; 

Figure 17 is a view of the device of figure 16 showing the device 
positioned on the IV tubing to form the safety loop; and 

15 Figure 18 is a perspective view of a device according to an eleventh 

embodiment. 

BEST MODE(S) FOR CARRYING OUT THE IhA/ENTiON 

Referring to figures 1 to 5 of the accompanying drawings, there is shown a device 
11 according to the first embodiment for supporting a safety loop 13 in IV tubing 
20 15 for delivery of an intravenous fluid to a patient 17 by way of a catheterisation 
procedure utilising a conventional catheter 19 to which one end of the tubing 15 
is connected. The other end of the tubing 15 is connected to a conventional fluid 
supply container. 
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The device 1 1 comprises a body 21 having an upper wall 23, a lower wall 25 and 
a side wall 27 extending between the two walls 23, 25. 

The side wall 27 includes two straight sections 31, 32 and a curved section 33 
between the two straight sections. The side wall 27 further includes an end 
5 section 35 which also extends between the two straight sections but which is 
opposite to the curved section 33. 

The body 21 defines a guide path 39 for receiving and supporting a section 15a 
of the tubing 15 in a loop formation 41 . The loop formation 41 provides the safety 
loop 13 in the IV tubing 15. 

10 In this embodiment, the guide path 39 is defined by a channel 43 extending along 
the two straight sections 31, 32 and the curved section 33, and opening onto the 
end section 35, as best seen in figure 2 of the drawings. The channel 43 has a 
pair of opposed side walls 45 and an inner wall 47. The inner wall 47 of the 
channel 43 provides a continuous surface against which the section 15a of the 

15 tubing 15 which provides the loop formation 41 can locate when received and 
supported within the channel, as best seen in figure 4. The continuous surface 
defined by the inner wall 47 controls the curvature of the loop formation 41 so as 
to ensure that the curvature is not so tight as to form a rink or other restriction in 
the tubing 15. The spacing between the side walls 45 of the channel 43 is 
20 marginally smaller than the external diameter of the tubing 15 such that the 
tubing can be received within the channel in a friction fit with the side walls, 
thereby frictionally retaining the tubing 15 is frictionally retained within the 
channel 43 and so maintaining the loop formation 41 in the tubing.. 

Use of the device 11 creates the safety loop 13 within the IV tubing 15, as 
25 previously explained. The body 20 can then be attached to the patient 17 in any 
suitable fashion. In this embodiment, the body 20 is attached to the patient 17 by 
strapping it to the patient utilising adhesive tape 51 , as show in figure 1. 
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The embodiment provides a simple, yet highly effective, arrangement for forming 
the safety loop 13 in IV tubing 15 and then securing the IV tubing to the patient 
17 in the manner required. The safety loop 13 is created merely by fitting the 
device 1 1 onto the tubing 15 at a location where the safety loop is required. This 
5 can be done by simply winding the tubing 15 about the device 11 so as to insert 
the section 15a of the tubing into the channel 43. Once the safety loop 13 has 
been formed and the IV tubing 15 secured to the patient 17 by way of the device 
1 1, the catheter 19 can be connected to the appropriate end of the tubing and the 
other end of the tubing connected to the fluid supply. 

10 In the first embodiment, the channel 43 has an inner wall 47 which is curved to 
conform to the curvature of the IV tubing 15. It should however, be appreciated 
that the channel may be of any other suitable cross-section. Examples of other 
suitable cross-sectional configurations of the channel are illustrated in the 
embodiments shown in figures 6, 7, and 8 of the accompanying drawings. 

15 In the embodiment shown in figure 6, the channel 43 has a generally rectangular 
cross-sections such that the inner wall 47 is flat. 

The embodiment shown in figure 7 is somewhat similar to the embodiment shown 
in figure 5, which the exception that one side wall 45 of the channel 43 has a 
ramp formation 49 adjacent the outer end thereof for guiding the tubing 15 into 
20 the channel 43. 

The embodiment shown in figure 8 is also similar to the first embodiment in the 
sense that the guide path 39 for the tubing 15 is defined by a channel 43. In this 
embodiment, however, each side wall 45 has a ramp 51 adjacent the outer end 
thereof for assisting entry of the tubing into the channel. Furthermore, in this 
25 embodiment, the retaining means for retaining the IV tubing 15 in position within 
the channel does not utilise frictional engagement (as was the case with the 
eariier embodiments) but rather comprises a retaining structure 52. The retaining 
structure 52 defines a gap 53 through which the tubing can be squeezed to gain 
access to a cavity 55 which is defined within the channel 43 and in which the 



BNSDOCID: <WO 99568Q2A1 I > 



wo 99/56802 




PCT/AU99/00332 



tubing is accommodated. The gap 53 is of a size marginally smaller than the 
external diameter of the tubing 15. The retaining structure 52 comprises two 
projections 57 on the opposed side walls 45 of the channel. 

Referring now to figure 9 of the drawings, there is shown a device 1 1 somewhat 
5 similar to the earlier embodiments, with the exception that the body 21 
incorporates a recess 61 which removes at least part of the straight section 31 in 
the side wall 27 of the body. Consequently, the end of the channel 43 associated 
with straight section 32 extends beyond the end of the channel associated with 
straight section 31 . 

10 The presence of the recess 61 in effect results in formation of a projection 63 on 
the body 21 . 

In use of the device 11 accordingly to this embodiment, the body 21 is strapped 
or otherwise secured to the patient about the projection 63. This can be useful in 
cases when there is a confined or limited area on the body of the patient to attach 
1 5 the device 1 1 . 

Referring now to figure 10 of the drawings, there is shown a device 11 in which 
the body 21 comprises a tubular structure 65 configured in a U-shape, and a 
cross-piece 67 extending between the arms of the U-shape. The tubular 
structure 65 provides a guide path 39, the curvature of which corresponds to the 
20 desired curvature of the safety loop to be formed in IV tubing by the device. 

A longitudinal slit 69 is provided In the tubular structure 65 to define a gap 
through which the IV tubing can be inserted laterally into the tubular structure. 
The tubular structure 65 with the slit 69 therein in effect provides a channel in the 
device for receiving the IV tubing. The width of the slit 69 is marginally smaller 
25 than the external diameter of the tubing, such that the tubing must be squeezed 
through the slit. This arrangement provides the means by which the tubing is 
retained In the tubular structure 65. 
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Referring now to figures 11 and 12 of the drawings, the device 11 according to 
this embodiment comprises a body 21 having an upper wall 23, a lower wall 25, 
and a side wall 27 including an end section 35. The guide path 39 comprises a 
channel 71 formed in the lower wall 25 of the body, with the ends of the channel 
5 71 opening onto the end section 35. As with the first embodiment, the IV tubing 
15 is received in the channel 71 and retained therein by way of frictional 
engagement with the side walls 73 of the channel 61 . 

In the embodiments which have previously been described and illustrated, the 
guide path 39 has been defined by a channel, with the longitudinal side walls of 
10 the channel defining retaining means for releasably retaining the IV tubing 15 in 
the channel. It should be appreciated, however, that the retaining means can be 
formed separately of the side walls of the channel. Figures 13 and 14 of the 
drawings illustrates an embodiment which utilises such an arrangement. 

The device 21 shown in figures 13 and 14 has retaining means 76 comprising a 
15 first set of projections 77 located in a spaced apart relationship and a second set 
of projections 79 located in a spaced apart relationship. The projections 77, 79 
define a guide path 34 therebetween. The projections 77 are on longitudinal on 
one side of the guide path and the projectors 79 are on the other longitudinal side 
of the guide path. The projections adjacent one longitudinal side are in an offset 
20 relationship with the projections 79 adjacent the other longitudinal side. With this 
arrangement, the tubing can be weaved between the projections 79 in the first 
and second sets 77, 79 and then moved laterally into the guide path. The 
interleaved relationship between the projections 77, 79 serves to retain the tubing 
in position within the guide path 34. 

25 Referring now to figure 15 of the drawings, there is shown a further embodiment 
of the device 1 1 comprises a body 21 in the form of a base 81 . A plurality of clips 
83 are mounted on the base 81 . The clips 83 are adapted to releasably engage 
the IV tubing. The clips 83 are positioned in spaced apart relationship in a 
somewhat U-shape configuration, as shown in the drawings. With this 
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configuration, the clips 83 serve to configure the section of the IV tubing retained 
by the clips into a loop formation thereby to provide the safety loop. In this way, 
the clips 83 cooperate with each other to define both a guide path for the IV 
tubing and a retaining means for releasably retaining the safety loop in the guide 
5 path. 

Referring now to figures 16 and 17, the device 11 according to this embodiment 
comprises a body 21 which includes a first portion 91 and a second portion 92. 
The first portion 91 comprises a base 93 having a side wall 95. The side wall 95 
includes two straight side sections 96 and a curved section 97 between the two 
1 0 straight sections 96. The side wall 95 has an opening 98 in opposed relation to 
the curved section 97. 

The base 93 supports a mounting post 99 in the form of a spindle. 

The second portion 92 comprises a disc structure 101 having a channel 103 
formed in the outer periphery thereof to receive a section 15a of the IV tubing 15 
15 to form a loop formafion 41 . The channel 103 defines a guide path for the section 
15a of the tubing. 

The second portion 92 has a central aperture 105. 

The second portion 92 can be mounted on the first portion 91 with the disc 101 
received within the space defined by the side wall 95, and the spindle 99 
20 received within the opening 105, as shown in figure 17 of the drawings. In this 
way, the side wall 95 serves to retain the section 15a of the IV tubing 15 in the 
guide path defined by the channel 103. 

With this arrangement, it is a simple matter to remove the disc 101 from the first 
portion 91 to insert, and remove, the IV tubing as necessary. 

25 Referring now to figure 18 of the drawings, there is shown a device 11 which 
comprises a body 21 having a channel 111 defining a guide path for forming a 
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loop formation 41 in the IV tubing 15 to create the safety loop 13. The device 1 1 
includes retaining means 113 for releasably retaining the section 15a of the 
tubing in position with respect to the guide path thereby to maintain the loop 
formation 41., The retaining means 113 comprises two barriers 115 each 
5 mounted on a base 117 forming part of the body 21. The barriers 115 are 
positioned each adjacent, but in spaced relation to, a respective end of the 
channel 111 such that the tubing can be manoeuvred around the barriers 115. 
The tubing can be so positioned that the barriers are located on the outer side of 
the tubing with respect to the body (as shown in the drawing) thereby to retain the 
10 tubing in the guide path. To remove the device 11 from the tubing 15 when the 
safety loop is no longer required, it is a simple matter to manoeuvre the tubing 15 
over each barrier 115 so as to allow removal of the tubing section 15a from the 
guide path defined by the channel 111. 

From the foregoing, it is evident that the present invention provides a simple yet 
15 highly effective device for establishing a safety loop in iV tubing. The device also 
provides a simple way for securing the tubing in the vicinity of the safety loop to a 
patient. 

In the embodiments which have described, the IV tubing is attached to the body 
of the patient in the vicinity of the safety loop by strapping the body 21 to the 
20 patient, such as by way of adhesive strapping as shown in figure 1 of the 
drawings. It should, however, be appreciated that the body 21 can be attached to 
the patient in any other suitable fashion such as by using hook and loop fastening 
attachments or other adhesive structures. 

It should also be appreciated that the scope of the invention is not limited to the 
25 scope of the various embodiments which have been described. 

Throughout the specification, unless the context requires otherwise, the word 
"comprise" or variations such as "comprises" or "comprising", will be understood 
to imply the inclusion of a stated integer or group of integers but not the exclusion 
of any other integer or group of integers. 
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THE CLAIMS DEFINING THE INVENTION ARE AS FOLLOWS 

1. A device for supporting a loop formation In flexible tubing, the device 
comprising a body defining a guide path which receives and supports a 
section of the tubing in a curved arrangement thereby to create the loop 

5 formation of the tubing. 

2. A device according to claim 1, wherein the guide path presents a surface 
against which said section of the tubing locates when received in the guide 
path. 

3. A device according to claim 2 wherein the surface presented by the guide 
10 path is a continuous surface. 

4. A device according to any one of the preceding claim wherein the guide path 
Includes a curved portion and a straight portion at one end of the curved 
portion. 

5. A device according to claim 4 wherein the guide path includes a straight 
1 5 portion at each end of the curved portion. 

6. A device according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the guide path 
comprises a channel which receives said section of the tubing. 

7. A device according to any one of the preceding claims further comprising 
retaining means for releasabiy retaining said section of the tubing. 

20 8. A device according to claim 7 wherein the retaining means extends entirely 
along the guide path. 

9. A device according to any one of claims 1 to 7, wherein the retaining means 
is positioned at spaced apart locations along the guide path. 
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10. A device according to claim 7 wherein the guide path comprises a channel 
and wherein the retaining means comprises the two longitudinal side walls of 
the channel between which the tubing can be frictionaily engaged. 

11. A device according to claim 7, 8 or 9 wherein the retaining means comprises 
5 a retaining structure for releasabiy retaining a tubing in the guide path. 

12. A device according to claim 11 wherein the retaining structure comprises a 
means defining a gap through vtdiich the tubing can be squeezed. 

13. A device according to claim 11 wherein the retaining structure comprises a 
barrier means for releasabiy retaining the tubing in the guide path. 

10 14. A device according to claim 13 wherein the barrier means comprises a fixed 
banrier about which the tubing can be manoeuvred for insertion into and 
removal from the guide path. 

15. A device for supporting a safety loop in tubing to be used for delivery of an 
intravenous fluid to a patient, the device comprising a body defining a guide 

15 path which receives and supports a section of the tubing in a curved 
arrangement thereby to create the safety loop in the tubing, wherein the 
device is adapted to be releasabiy attached to the body of the patient. 

16. A device substantially as herein described with reference to the 
accompanying drawings. 

20 



25 
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